INDIA  IN  RATIONALISTIC  AGE.
third class comprised the Hiiidu sages. Being struck
by cotton, Herodotus speaks of it as "wool growing on
trees more beautiful and valuable than that produced
from sheep/*
(vi) Ktesias, the Royal physician of Persia, wrote
about 398 B, C. his Indika^ preserved in an abridged
form by Photius, a Byzantine of the 9th century A. D.
was indebted to SkySax'in some measure : credulous :
collected the fables current about India in the Persian
court. His book is a medley of marvels and matter,
He speaks of large four-footed birds called grtffint guard-
log gold in the mountains $ of snub-nosed pygmies
skilled in archery but having hair and beards trailing to
their feet; of the wars of the cranes and the Pygmies $
gold-faced men having large and shaggy garments and
living up to 200 years ; of the one*footed men noted for
speed ; of the fountain of liquid gold ; of the fountain
of water congealing to cheese, a dose of which would
make a guilty person confess his crimes. Aristotle used
Ms reports on Indian animals in his book on zoology.
Ktesias says ttiafr India has no swine, tame or wild $ he
mentions the unicorn ass, cups made, from whose horn,,
had the virtue of protecting men from sortie disease and
from poison, There was a small bird whose dung
first produced sleep and then death* The Indian jackal
could imitate the human voice, had the strength of a
lion and the swiftness of a horse*
His account of the cochineal plant, the worm and the
dyes made from it, is right. He mentions the monkeyf
the parrot, the elephant and the tiger (man<-eater).